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By JOHN TRINKL in formed _ of ;ttie activities groups that | the work of FBI informant^, the SWP cttea a; 

Testimony has ended in the suit of the ;:openIv advocate revolutionary change in the ;1960sv report from the. Los / Angeles field j 
v Socialist Workers Party (SWP) against the : structure and leadership of the government ;* office— Best's office— Avhich cited an 1 'infer- * 
<■ FBI, CIA and other government agencies for of the U.S.; even if such advocacy might be f. man * [who] * : has * played^ an ; important 
a campaign of harassment, intimidation and within the letter of the law." If this position in 'fanning the flames' of discord and j 
spying against the party for nearly 40 years. ; upheld by the courts, the legal restraints [ discontent within the LA/SWP. ; 

Hnth rested their cases June 25 afterihat rpmntn ’" * oainct the Dovemmcnt’s r ^ The- FBI also had an** informant, in the ^ 


12-week trial which produced 8000 pages^nvestigitive^agencies j^iil=Vbe£ Virtually highest levels of the SWP, On June 17 and 
of testimony. In addition to demanding $40Aeliminated^ . jlfrFBI informant Edward Heisler testified"; 

million in damages, the SWP is asking fer an ^In -the/ciosing days of 1 V the - trial the >s a government witness. Heisler had joined j 
injunction against future government dis- government reiterated its position that it the SWP in 1960 and since 1966, according 
Eruption. The SWP, the largest U.S/ need not discover illegal activities before it to his testimony, he had been an informant for 
Trotskyist organization with some =->2000 investigates groups with radical political the FBI. In July 1980, as the SWP suit was 
members, first filed the civil suit in 1973. views. Testifying June 18, head of the Los coming to trial. Heisler Admitted he had 
N , ; A verdict in . the case will not be reached ^Angeles FBI office EdgarJJest said: iVThere been an informant and was ^expelled from 
^fot/seyeral;,months. Federal District.* J udg^must be information in ou? possession that a j the Pfriy. .. .. / T **- : * 

Thomas Griesa^’who is conducting the (rial - given organization is involved in something During r * 1977 Heisler worked on; - the 
^ without a jury, askeci lawyers for both sides diametrically opposed to our form of administrative secretariat, an important 
^-fo Submit briefs summarizing their positions government and may even be in a position subcommittee of the political committee of 
by the end of September. where they violently want to overthrow our the SWP. Heisler was also secretary of the ; 

During the trial, the SWP presented government^: So we should direct our SWP's National Trade Union Steering' 


among SWP members and between the SWP;.' As a humber of cases in recent years nave tended public, 'SWP; meetings and 

and other groups, and the use of informants documented, the FBI and other investigative . CO p{ es 0 f political and personal correspoil- \ 
in the SWP— all in violation of constitutional^ agencies have not confined their harassment ^ ence f rom SWP headquarters. ^ - 
rights. ■ •'* and illegal acts to the SWP and explicitly left The g 0vernmen t also attempted rto^get 

•.The governmertt ' made ho attempt to ‘ organizations. A lawsuit against spying ^information from ex-SWP members^' Bill 
• refute the specific charges, but argued that the Chicago police has forced the FBI to i ftfassev. a member of the SWP in the early- 


(Massey, a member of the SWP in the early 


of Franklin ^ included-; break-ins. of organizations.;.^ witness -June^l9.' : Forfcddvto'j 

RooseveU. 'The government’s position.ras ? cerned with civil Liberties / such ’ bs . the attend the trial; Masshy made it dear that he 
. outlined by ; witness Herbert Brownell* -Chjcagp > Committee to Defend the °Vwould not cooperate* "Giving information or 

attorney general during the Eisenhower Bights and the Midwest Committee * for : C00 perating with the government would 


, enemy 


used .in carrying Oil t the, directive.* 'The.; nas saia ne personally ^parucipaieu induuut en emy of humanity -IS;* the' U.Si govern- j 
methods were left tb the discretion of tHfc ‘300* break-ms and that P r °bably ^ .ivffivJr^'jnent *" Shortly before was fo be called, 
FBI": (Guardian, June 24). : t sands" were done nationally.- ,iv : ‘ « : .V ;'■]*' t ‘T the government decided to drop Massey &sa ; 

In .order to justify its activities, the The FBI’s use of informants was ~V *4 >*;? 

government has attempted to link the SWP documented an the closing- days of the SWP.; iv7hat«wet verdict is reached In th^ S>YP i 
to, what . It / characterizes . as "terrorist trial. FBI agent Best testified that, ^Stnce, . the decision & sdre to be appealed to j 

ictlvUics/ * particularly Irt Latin America, the Inception of the bureau^we •- have higher courtsiThe ultimate verdict will have 
The government has also attempted to probably 'handled well m excess of a quarter ; f ar . reac hi n g Implications for left and pro* ! 
portray the SWP as a pawn of the Fourth °f * million informants.’ As an ex ample of g ress { ve groups. A victory against the » 
International, the grouping of a number of government will not stop repression and 

Trotskyist parties with whom the SWP is in * spying, but can place restrictions on the 

political alignment. ^ state’s Investigative apparatus. A victory by 

The case funs broad implications for all left the government would be an attack not only { 

and progressive forces. The defense argued: on the left, but also on fundamental civil ; 

•‘The government has a rieht to keen itself Ilk rtrilnc 
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